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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 
ST. PAUL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

Labor Day 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 

 
First Day of School 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2008 
 

 
 

CHOSEN TO ACHIEVE 
 
 

2nd Annual Chosen to Achieve 
African American Culture 

Camp @ Macalester 
JULY 21 - 25, 2008 

 
 

Mentor Training 
@ 360 Colburne Street 

 
AUGUST 5th & 19TH 

11 am to 1 pm 
 

AUGUST 7th, 12th,  
14th and 21st 

5 pm to 6:30 pm 
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 It may have been a cold, rainy day 
in Saint Paul, but bad weather could not 
dampen the excitement of the 75 sixth 
through eighth graders attending Chosen to 
Achieve’s annual college field trip. This 
year’s trip to Hamline University on Fri-
day, April 25 was made possible through a 
collaboration with East Metro Integration 
District (EMID) who provided funding for 
transportation.  Student participants in-
cluded 25 Chosen to Achieve mentees, 25 
students from Skyview Middle School led 
by Linda Dailey, and 25 students from 
Maxfield Elementary led by Kristy Pierce 
of St. Paul Public Schools.  
      The day began with a pep talk from 
Michelle Garay of Hamline University Ad-
missions who welcomed the students, staff, 
and volunteer chaperones. Next, field trip 
attendees got a unique opportunity to hear 
from a “College Students of   

Color” discussion panel. Sharonda Pugh 
of Hamline’s Multicultural and Interna-
tional Student Affairs Office facilitated 
the panel, beginning with her own story of 
both struggle and triumph in attending 
college as an African American woman.     
      Those on the panel discussed a wide 
range of topics including their journey to 
college, life as a student, something they 
wish they would’ve known earlier, and 
what kind of student they were in grade 
school. Then the younger students were 
able to ask questions: “How do you pay 
for college?” “What’s it like to live in the 
dorms?” “Why did you choose Hamline?” 
and “Did you ever have a mentor?” were 
just some of the questions asked.  
      Soon after, everyone stood to their 
feet for a game. Half the students had 
stickers placed on their backs with the  
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A Day in the 
Life of a College 

Student 
@ Hamline  
University 



 
2007-2008 

TEAM LEADERS 

 
Carol Carter 
Saint Paul Public Schools  
Liaison 
 
Joann Clark 
Day Care Owner 
 
Henry Combs 
Saint Paul Public Schools 
Coach 
 
Metric Giles I 
Saint Paul Public Works  
Department  
 
Denise Loving 
3M Advanced Information  
Analyst 
 
Andrew McGlory 
Saint Paul Public Schools  
Architect 
 
Yvette Mims 
Housing Management 
 
Joe Morrison 
Deacon & Business Owner 
 
Tonya Smith 
3M Engineer 
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 The men of the Monitors Club are giving volunteer hours and $20,000 in support of Saint 
Paul Public Schools students during the 2008-09 school year. The Monitors Foundation, the phil-
anthropic arm of the Monitors Club, made the grant to Chosen to Achieve, Saint Paul Public 
Schools’ African-American 
mentoring program.   
 The grant enables Chosen To Achieve to focus on five seventh grade students and their 
families. The Monitors’ “The Future Is Now” grant is annually renewable for six years, with the 
goal of supporting the students through the 12th grade. “The Monitors Foundation has provided 
scholarships for college, but we recognize young people cannot wait until just before college for 
support,” said Walter T. Chesley, chairman of the Monitors Foundation Board of Directors. 
“Because the future is now, we need to lay the foundation for success at a critical stage in these 
students’ lives. We’re starting with five students and our goal is to grow the program and help 
many more African-American young men.” 
 In addition, members of the Monitors Club will mentor students through Chosen to 
Achieve beginning in the 2008-09 school year. “This is going to make a significant, positive dif-
ference for these young men,” said Anna Young, director of Chosen to Achieve. “The boys and 
their families are thrilled and they recognize what this kind of support means. They are experienc-
ing the power of a community that believes they will be successful and gives them the means to 
realize their potential.” 
 The Monitors Club was founded in 1955 with a commitment to observing and addressing 
political and socioeconomic developments that affect the lives and the well-being of the African-
American community. The Monitors Foundation was created in 1998. The foundation makes fi-
nancial awards to African American youth to foster and enhance their academic, leadership and 
social skills through post-secondary scholarships. More information is available at 
www.monitorsclub.com. 

Chosen to Achieve Awarded Grant from Monitors Foundation 

The Monitors Club and Foundation 
 

5115 Excelsior Boulevard #381, St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
www.monitorsclub.com         (612) 338-6068 

 
 

 
 

Matthew Brown 
Emily Krech 

Denise Loving 
Stephen McCarty 
Andrew McGlory 

Matthew VanBenschoten 
 

(COLLEGE cont. from page 1) 
name of an occupation written on it (i.e. chemist, doctor, writer). Those with stickers on 
their backs had to guess the occupation they were given. The room filled with noise and 
laughter as some students shouted out guesses and others offered clues.  
      Attendees were then divided into small groups and led on campus tours by Hamline 
University guides. During the tour, students had an opportunity to experience everything 
from a haunted dorm room, to experimental science labs, to halls filled with the sounds 
of operatic singing in the music building. They learned about study abroad opportunities 
and about majors like business, math, science, English, and art. And finally, the busy day 
ended with a fabulous, all-you-can-eat lunch in the cafeteria! Before loading the bus-
ses—stomachs full—it was time to talk about what we learned that day. In small groups 
each student pondered questions like, “Where will I go to college?” and “What did I 
learn about college that I didn’t know before?” What a wonderful day! 
      Chosen to Achieve would like to thank everyone who made the trip a success: Volun-
teer chaperones (see right), Michelle Garay & student workers of Hamline Admissions, 
Sharonda Pugh of MISA & student panel, EMID, Linda Dailey, Kristy Pierce, Tamiko 
Castile, Brandi Sargent, Ryan Vernosh, Zoua Vang-Vu, and the rest of the Chosen to 
Achieve staff! 
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 A Candid Conversation:  
How to Connect with the Faith-Based Community 

      Saint Paul Public Schools has been selected as a 2008 grant recipient of the St. Paul Children’s Collaborative (SPCC)! 
SPCC was born out of State legislation that encouraged schools, social service agencies, and other community based organiza-
tions to form collaborative partnerships with one another. Chosen to Achieve is excited to be part of one of these collaborative 
projects entitled “Building Future Leaders,” that involves a partnership between the Network for the Development of Children 
of African Descent, Ramsey County Human Services, St. Paul Public Schools, and Rice Street Library. Our role will be to pro-
vide mentoring services with the goal of student success, particularly that of African American boys. Thank you SPCC!!! 

African American Pastor Panel  
James C. Thomas, Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church 
Runny Patterson, New Hope Baptist Church 
Charles Gill, Pilgrim Baptist Church 
Earl Miller, Progressive Baptist Church 
 
Hmong Representative (Pangjua Xiong, Hmong Program Manager SPPS) 
 
Muslim Representative (Abdisalam Adam, ELL Program Coordinator SPPS) 
 
Tommy McClam, Featured Guest Speaker (ELIM Christian Fellowship, Buffalo, NY) 
 
Other Honored Guests 
Welcome (Sharon Freeman, Interim Executive Director of Elementary Education SPPS) 
Facilitator (Lucy Zanders, Program Director, Saint Paul Area Council of Churches) 
Presenter (Lee Buckley, Special Advisor/Faith and Community, Office of Governor Tim Pawlenty) 
Presenter (Joellen Gonder-Spacek, Executive Director, Mentoring Partnership of America) 
Presenter (Elona Street-Stewart, Board of Education SPPS) 

 

On Thursday, April 24, 2008, the community gathered to hear perspectives from members of a variety of faith communities. 
Chosen to Achieve was selected as the workshop’s host by the United States Department of Education for. In case you couldn’t 
make it, here are some of the highlights:  



2008 Board of Education 
Elona Street-Stewart, Chair • Kazoua Kong-Thao, Vice Chair 

Tom Conlon, Clerk • Tom Goldstein, Treasurer 
John Brodrick, Director • Anne Carroll, Director • Keith Hardy, Director 

 
Superintendent 

Meria Joel Carstarphen, Ed. D. 
 

Office of Accountability 
Sharon Freeman, Director of AYP & 4-Year Old Programs 

 
Program Director 

Anna Young 
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